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ACCREDITATION CORNER

Going through the accreditation process helped Presumpscot 
bring all of its internal policies up to best practices, and meet their 
promise of protecting land in perpetuity. “With accreditation, we 
joined the hundreds of land trusts around the country leading the 
land conservation movement,” says Apse. “The seal offers us the 

Accreditation
at Any Size: 

assurance that we have the systems in place to keep the promise of 
forever conserving land.” And while land trusts apply for accredita-
tion for diverse reasons, meeting this promise of perpetuity is chief 
among them. Even with one full-time and one part-time staff at 
the Historic Virginia Land Conservancy (HVLC), Executive Direc-
tor Patrice Sadler describes a similar motivation behind HVLC’s 
application for accreditation after nearly 25 years of business. 
“Accreditation is referred to as a mark of distinction,” Sadler 

says. “After decades dedicated to the same national quality 
standards that the Commission professes, including sound 
finances, ethical conduct, responsible governance, and lasting 
stewardship, accreditation became a clear and natural conclu-
sion for us.” Since achieving its first accreditation in 2015, Sadler 
feels HVLC has only continued to benefit from the standards 
implied by the seal. “The value of accreditation is demon-
strated every time we meet with a landowner,” Sadler explains. 
“A landowner’s initial thoughts about giving up any property 
rights—forever—is often met with trepidation. That accreditation 
seal helps to authenticate the organization and its mission.” 
While the benefits of accreditation are well known, the appli-

cation process can still seem intimidating to land trusts apply-
ing for the first time. Sadler notes “the volume of information 
requested is enormous and involves projects spanning the life of 
the business.” That said, she doesn’t think the added work should 
deter land trusts motivated to apply. “I strongly suggest reach-
ing out to the Commission for direction if one finds themselves 
standing at a crossroads,” she says. Not only can the Commission 
guide the organization through unexpected issues, but they can 
also support land trust staff in navigating the overall process. 
Of course, the Commission and the Alliance arenʼt the 

only sources of support for land trusts approaching accred-
itation. As Apse notes, there is already a network of land 
trusts nationwide waiting to be tapped into. “We had support 
from many lands trusts in the region who had already 
been accredited,” Apse says. “As such, we didn’t have to 
reinvent the wheel, and instead learned from others.” 
Despite the rigors of accreditation, the process is well worth 

the effort. “A land trust cannot help but be strengthened by 
the process,” Sadler explains. But it’s also more than that. “The 
landowner, organization and community benefit from an 
accredited organization, which is fortified, and can comfort 
the public when making huge decisions about permanently 
forfeiting property rights in the name of land protection.” And 
that means land trusts all across the nation can better meet 
their fundamental promise: protection in perpetuity.  P
————
This is the second story in a series that explores how 
land trusts of any size can achieve accreditation. 
CAITY PINKARD is a freelance writer and communications manager at the NDC Partnership.

When the Presumpscot Regional Land Trust in 
Maine merged with three nonprofits in 2016 and 
2017, the organization was at a crossroads. “As a 
small regional land trust that had grown quickly, 
our leadership was motivated to create systems 
that would ensure our future sustainability,” 
recalls Rachelle Current Apse, the executive direc-
tor of Presumpscot, and one of two full-time staff. 
“It was clear that accreditation was a key compo-
nent toward becoming more sustainable.”
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By  CAITY PINKARD

What Motivates Land Trusts  
to Apply for Accreditation

<

Presumpscot Regional 
Land Trust’s Hawkes 
Preserve features trails 
that run alongside the 
Presumpscot River in 
Gorham, Maine.
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BY THE
NUMBERS

SMALL STAFFED LAND TRUSTS 
(Data compiled from part-time staff  
only and up to two full-time staff.)

137 
Accredited 

608,365 
Acres in conservation easements

108,239 
Acres in fee properties

$237,783 
Average operating budget 

CELEBRATE RENEWAL OF ACCREDITATION
Renewal of accreditation keeps land trusts on the leading edge of conservation practices. 
Renewal shows your land trust’s commitment to sound finances, ethical conduct, responsible 
governance and lasting stewardship. It is an investment that helps strengthen your organiza-
tion, engage your board and staff and better position your land trust to defend and steward its 
land. Congratulations to the newest renewal class of land trusts and thank you for continuing 
to lead the way in conservation excellence.

RENEWALS
• 	 Aiken Land Conservancy  (SC)

• 	 Candlewood Valley Regional Land Trust  (CT)

• 	 Central Arizona Land Trust  (AZ) 

• 	 Colorado Headwaters Land Trust  (CO)

• 	 Cornwall Conservation Trust  (CT)

• 	 Door County Land Trust  (WI)

• 	 Flanders Nature Center & Land Trust  (CT)

• 	 Hilltown Land Trust  (MA)

• 	 John Muir Land Trust  (CA)

• 	 Katy Prairie Conservancy  (TX)

• 	 Kent Land Trust  (CT) ♦

landtrustaccreditation.org

• 	 Land Trust of Santa Clara Valley  (CA) 

• 	 Little Forks Conservancy  (MI) ♦
• 	 Maine Coast Heritage Trust  (ME) ♦
• 	 Mainspring Conservation Trust  (NC) ♦
• 	 Pacific Forest Trust  (CA) ♦
• 	 Piedmont Land Conservancy  (NC) ♦
• 	 Potomac Conservancy  (MD) ♦
• 	 Ridge and Valley Conservancy  (NJ)

• 	 Rio Grande Agricultural Land Trust  (NM)

List as of November 2021 

♦ Second Renewals

We’re accredited! What’s next?  Achieving accreditation is an exciting time for your 
organization. It is also a great opportunity to let your community know you have been veri-
fied to be practicing at the highest conservation standards. The Commission has resources 
that can help your organization share what it means to be accredited. Your organization can 
display the seal proudly; you’ve earned it, now you can use it!

Promotion packets: Check 
out our new media packets 
for promoting first-time and 
renewed accreditation. Featuring 
social media posts, a press 
release template, tips and 
resources, these packets will 
help your organization form a 
plan to get the word out.

New video: Sometimes a picture 
is worth a thousand words ... 
and a video even more! You are 
encouraged to share our newest 
video with your community; 
it's a great way to explain what 
accreditation means for your 
land trust and for the land trust 
community. 

Find both resources at  
landtrustaccreditation.org/
promoting-your-accreditation.
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Children work on 
building a fairy house 
at Presumpscot 
Regional Land Trust’s 
Black Brook Preserve 
in Windham, Maine. 

http://landtrustaccreditation.org/promoting-your-accreditation
http://landtrustaccreditation.org/promoting-your-accreditation



