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“The best leaders should pick 2 
to 3 topics and devote almost all 
their time to them…delegate 
others to do the rest. If you pick 
the right topics, you’ll add value 
to your organization.”
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National Technical Foul Month

• Tuesday, January 31, 2023

• Bismarck @ Jamestown

• Longtime Assistant Principal “resigned” shortly 
afterwards

• Board formed new Committee one week later

• By-Law Amendment for new Board of Directors seat for 
Native American representation proposed for Fall vote



Sportsmanship & Citizenship Committee

Goal – to create and promote a culture where positive sportsmanship and 
citizenship are valued, respected, and a hallmark of all programs, 
practices, and policies within all NDHSAA member schools.

Chair – Alexis Baxley, NDSBA Executive Director & NDHSAA Board of 
Directors

NDHSAA Board of Directors began appointing committee members next 
week



Sportsmanship 
Grant Program

• Member schools may qualify for a $200 
grant

• Online application
• In-Person workshop with student body 

Review NDHSAA Mission Statement
• Review NDHSAA Behavior Expectations
• NDHSAA “Be the Change” Public Service 

Announcement 





• After deadline to submit bills
• Resolution

• Legislature meets biannually





Spectator Ejection Policy

• Any attendee ejected from a regular season or NDHSAA 
tournament contest will incur a minimum two (2) week 
suspension from that team’s games/events and all other 
NDHSAA games/events in the interim at any level of 
competition. An attendee ejected for a second time during a 
school year shall be suspended for a minimum of one (1) 
calendar year from all NDHSAA regular and postseason 
events. NDHSAA member schools may increase these 
minimum penalties at their discretion.



Spectator Ejection Policy FAQs

Q. Who has the authority to eject an attendee?
A. Any on-site school administrator or game official may eject an attendee.

Q. Who is classified as an “attendee”?
A. Anyone at an event except for a participant or coach is considered an attendee.

Q: If ejected from one sport’s event, does this rule apply to all other sports and/or activities?
A: Yes. For example, if an attendee is ejected from a football game, they will not be able to attend any NDHSAA 
games/events (such as volleyball matches, debate competitions, etc.) until the two weeks has been served.

Q: Does this rule apply to students or coaches who are ejected as an attendee and may be participating/coaching in 
another sport or activity?
A: Yes. If a student or coach is ejected from a game/event as an attendee, they will be prohibited from attending or 
playing/coaching in any NDHSAA games/events until the period of suspension is over.



Spectator 
Ejection 
Policy Data

• 2024-25:
• 33 reported fan ejections

• 24 adults
• 9 students

• 2025-26:
• 29 ejections

• 25 adults
• 4 students

• By sport:
• Basketball – 58%
• Hockey – 16%
• Football – 11%
• Volleyball – 6%
• Wrestling – 3%
• Soccer – 2%
• Baseball – 2%
• Softball – 2%



Best Stories

• Sheriff
• Wrestling Official
• Hockey Dad
• College Roommate



Summary of 
Policy

• Positive move – 100% support from member 
schools is rare

• Fans talk about it
• Neighborhood watch
• Countdown to the postseason
• NDHSAA polo

• No one feels sorry for “victims”



“Use your vacation days”



Dr. Curtrell Rhodan
Director of Educational Services

Sportsmanship and Effective 
G a m e  M a n a g e m e n t



Sportsmanship Two Tier Framework

● T ie r  O n e : C o n t a in m e n t  

● T ie r  T w o : C o n n e c t io n



Tier One: 
C o n t a in m e n t

● E d u c a t io n
● C o m m u n ic a t io n
● A c c o u n t a b ilit y



Education

1. C o a c h e s  R u le s  C lin ic s
2 . C a p t a in s  C o u r s e s / L e a d e r s h ip  S u m m it s  
3 . P r in c ip a ls  a n d  A t h le t ic  D ir e c t o r s  M a n d a t o r y  M e e t in g s
4 . B u s in e s s  M e e t in g s / C o a c h e s  M e e t in g  p r io r  t o  c h a m p io n s h ip s

***C o m m o n  v io la t io n s  a n d  u n s p o r t s m a n lik e  t r e n d s  a r e  c o v e r e d  
a n d  t h e  c o n s e q u e n c e s  f o r  e n g a g in g  in  t h a t  b e h a v io r .***



Communicate
Y O U  C A N  N E V E R  S A Y  IT  T O O  M U C H .

S o c ia l M e d ia  p o s t , C o m m is s io n e r ’s  c h a t  a n d  b e y o n d , a n d  
T u e s N e w s  

1. F r o m  y o u  t o  t h e  c o m m u n it y  
2 . A  c o n s is t e n t  s p o r t s m a n s h ip  m e s s a g e  
3 . W h y  it  m a t t e r s . (e x p la in  e je c t io n s  a n d  m in im u m s )

W h e n  : B e f o r e  e a c h  s e a s o n  a n d  e v e r y  g a m e s . 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vvfLxwxOvlc


A c c o u n t a b ilit y
1. C o a c h e s  E je c t io n s
2 . S t u d e n t -A t h le t e  E je c t io n  
3 . S t u d e n t -A t h le t e  U n s p o r t s m a n lik e  C o n d u c t  Q u e s t io n n a ir e . 
4 . U n s p o r t s m a n lik e  C o n d u c t  V io la t io n s

***m in im u m  o n e  g a m e  s u s p e n s io n  f o r  a t h le t e s  a n d  2  g a m e s  a n d  
a  f in e s  f o r  c o a c h e s ***



State Association Role
W h a t ’s  o n  y o u r  c h e c k lis t ?  A lw a y s  lo o k  f o r  c r a c k s  in  t h e  
c o n t a in e r .

● C o n s t a n t  C o m m u n ic a t io n  w it h  f a c ilit ie s  m a n a g e r
● S e c u r it y  P la c e m e n t
● O f f ic ia l S e le c t io n
● S t u d e n t  S e c t io n  g u id e lin e s
● E f f e c t iv e  u s e  o f  A n n o u n c e m e n t s  a t  g a m e s
● P r o p e r  s ig n a g e  s t r a t e g ic a lly  p la c e d
● W e ll L a b e le d  F a c ilit ie s  M a p  (p a r k in g )
● P r e -A p p r o v e d  C le a n  P la y lis t
● B u s in e s s  M e e t in g

Y o u  k n o w  y o u ’v e  d o n e  y o u r  jo b  if  y o u  a r e n 't  p u t t in g  o u t  f ir e s .





Tier Two : Connection
● S t u d e n t -A t h le t e  A d v is o r y  C o u n c il (S A A C ) s t a t e  le v e l a n d  

s c h o o l le v e l in it ia t iv e
● S p o r t s m a n s h ip  A w a r d - B a n n e r  a n d  C e r t if ic a t e
● S t u d e n t  o f  t h e  M o n t h
● S c h o la r  A t h le t e s  A w a r d
● M u lt i-s p o r t  A w a r d



Sportsmanship Award 
“You’re  eligible for the Sportsmanship Banner and Certificate  

Starts Aug 1 - May 31
Banner Certificate

Community Service Activities (minimum of 3 and  
1 must be living clean week)

Community Service Activities (minimum of 2 and 
1 must be living clean week)

Attend 3 Captain's Course and Summits (ALL) 3 Captain's Courses (ALL)

No ejections No more than three athlete ejections
No coach ejections 

No other sportsmanship issues (sanction of fans  
or students at any contest)

No other sportsmanship issues (sanction of fans 
or students at any contest)

Sportsmanship Program Sportsmanship Program or attendance at 2 
Summits



We are student-athlete 
centered.We promote 

student-athlete leaders 
as a driving force for 
game management



Three examples of 
promoting 

sportsmanship 
through SAAC



http://drive.google.com/file/d/1ARriPKWh6YIB9jW3d4LY7enTMLMjwOZq/view


http://drive.google.com/file/d/12JlaJVsxj0_DW8cUmTKK5e-jUd46tEjB/view


http://drive.google.com/file/d/1DmngRZoXkr8eZ8Rrm9gkBe5iAb0d1kdh/view


@schsl.saacofficial



SAAC pays it forward

A huge initiative for the Officers of SCHSL Student-Athlete Advisory council is 
two Middle School summits. These summits are organized and facilitated by the 
members of SAAC in order to instill leadership and sportsmanship into the next 
generation of SC student-athletes.



Take Aways
1. Containment and connection is key.
2. We are all in this together. Sportsmanship is up to all 

of us.
3. Prevention is worth a pound of cure, find the cracks 

and fill them.
4. Celebrate student -athletes/ promotes community 

involvement.
5. Student leadership can redirect and guide behavior.
6. Pay it forward - Middle School education matters. 
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