
Arizona’s School Choice 
Landscape and High School 

Athletic Eligibility



Arizona School Choice Options

● Open Enrollment
○ Arizona students may enroll in any school where enrollment capacity exists (district schools still 

maintain an enrollment boundary)
● District Public Schools
● Public Charter Schools
● Online Charter Schools
● Private/Parochial Schools
● Home School
● Empowerment Scholarship Accounts (voucher)



AZ High School Athletic Eligibility

District School, Charter School, Private/Parochial School

9th Grade Enrollment - Student is eligible at any school in which they initially 
enroll/attend

Following initial enrollment/attendance, transfer eligibility is determined as:

- First transfer - student is eligible for 50% of the season, including playoffs
- Subsequent transfer - student is ineligible for 365 days from the date of 

enrollment/attendance at the new school

** Transfer students may gain full eligibility through hardship appeal process (family 
move, etc.) - Student Transfer Hardship Documentation Matrix



Eligibility Items
Online Charter School - AIA Bylaw 15.3.1.2

- Local Control decision, student must reside in school boundary.  Currently 
1 school in AZ allows

Homeschool - Student must be in compliance with ARS 15.802.01

- Student is eligible to try out at their school boundary school (ARS 
15.802.01)

Empowerment Scholarship Account (voucher)

- Local Control decision, student may not be enrolled in any school



Looking Back and Looking Forward
- Increased academic performance across the state
- Athletic destination schools/programs
- Conversation ongoing regarding one free transfer
- Continue to meet the needs of member schools and elevate opportunities for 

student athletes!

















Navigating a New Normal:

The Emergence of Academic Freedom and TSSAA 
Transfer Rules



New Legislation Sets the Stage
● 2022 - Opportunities  to expand school choice become governor’s  highes t priority. 

● All trans fer res trictions  were on the chopping block.

● Conversations  and relationships  bought the as sociation some time.

● The majority of adminis trators  did not want a  free trans fer.



2025-2026 Revision
Students  could trans fer for the firs t time without penalty for an academic, social emotional, 
environmental, reason provided the s ending school’s  principal confirmed the trans fer was  
not for athletic or dis ciplinary reasons .

Lots  of conflict………

Survey of member s chool principals  determine that the majority of s chools  would rather 
have a  s tudent’s  firs t trans fer not conditional on the s ending school’s  principal.

Discus s ion with Student Advisory Committee members  revealed preference for the firs t 
trans fer to not be conditional on the s ending school’s  principal.



2026-2027 First-Time Transfer Provision

Students  will have the opportunity to trans fer the firs t time without 
res triction after es tablis hing an athletic record in grades  6-8 and 
grades  9-12 provided that the trans fer occurs  in between s chool 
years .

Mos t other exis ting trans fer exceptions  have now been eliminated.

The fundamental principles  of the TSSAA Bylaws  are now a part of 
s tatute.



Recruiting Concerns
Standardized Penalties  for Recruiting Level 1 - Level 4

Education of all involved becomes  a priority



Lesson #1: Spend the Money on a Good Lobbyist

● This  is  the only reas on we s till have any trans fer 
res trictions



Lesson #2: If the Legislature is Involved, Know Your Tipping Point

● Compromis e is n't defeat; it's  s urvival. 

● Look for ways  where the as s ociation can benefit.



Lesson #3: Communication is Key
If you don’t currently have a regularly s cheduled 
communication to your members hip, s tart now!



Lesson #4: Keep Things in Perspective
● The conflict can consume you if you allow it….take care of yourself.  It’s  

not life  or death.  Control what you can control and don’t worry about the 
res t.
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