
Topic: Mass Transit Connecting Cities/Regions of Common Cultural Origins Growing Apart  

For students in our top schools, traveling to new places and seeing distant landscapes has 

become a tradition.  Our culture celebrates travel as an entry point for entertainment, spiritual 

replenishment, and knowledge. College is one of the stages upon which for some, this cultural 

anointing takes place. The first course with the famous and favored professor of longstanding 

intellectual prowess is another highly anticipated and sought-after stepstone for the new student 

initiate. This well-polished exigency, worthy of a Lloyd Bitzer regale, confronts each freshman 

class with a well-polished remark during the semester’s opening lecture, on travel’s salubrious 

effects on the human psyche being multifaceted, without immediately noting why, and therefore 

setting the stage for future insights. Class dismissed.  Fast forward our scene to first glance of the 

student that did not experience the flights of rhetorical fancy on the semester’s opening day. This 

student had car trouble of an endemic nature on day one. They had no car or reliable 

transportation to campus. On their first day, they had no ride, no bike, no cash budgeted for 

transportation and now faced their first college semester off campus and off the transportation 

grid. 

This tale was not uncommon on a college budget. The privilege of seeing the world and 

gaining knowledge comfortably during the collegiate experience is common but not exclusively 

so. College is an opportunity to cast an unobtrusive gaze around as one studies. The distinctions 

of class, identity, and variety in lifestyle are not limited to the campus. It is off campus where the 

freedom to travel impacts many more individuals. Varied economic situations impact 

transportation. Where a person lives, whether they are a student, daytime manual laborer, white 

collar commuter, person experiencing life without reliable housing and shelter, if by 

circumstance or choice, may anticipate the need to travel to sustain healthy lives daily. 



Accessibility to transport from place to place has been a point of address since humanity 

left the caves, forests, and savannahs, like those surrounding Olduvai Gorge. The ant is not the 

only species to hunt for sustenance and seek to return to a place of comfort and safety to rest and 

replenish, reproduce, and repeat. This is a common characteristic of the organisms that share our 

biosphere. As the distances between our dwellings and workshops expand, familiar cultural ties 

are stretched and tested due to instances of population overgrowth, our food scarcity, or variety 

in culture, belief, language, lifestyle, land use, technology, and peaceful respect of boundaries 

emerging due to this diversity, having space between people also meant loss of regular and 

convenient connection between kin and friend. We also value the freedom to travel. In our 

human society, one of the more common and widely perceived as cruel punishments for 

abandoning civil behavior and engagement in reckless and endangering action is the forceable 

restriction of travel and limitation of movement. We are a species that cherishes the option of 

movement even if movement is not always our immediate choice. This discussion of the human 

condition (accelerated to the modern world of 2025) inhabits the nature of the spaces 

experienced under the topic area.  

The relevance of the controversies potentially engaged under the topic span the human 

condition and stems outward from inequity, poverty, circumstance, planning, privilege to 

see/know and choice action or inaction, investment or underinvestment. Shouldn’t the farmers 

whose harvests are carried swiftly away by truck or rail, not also wish to see the places that exist, 

because of the sustenance grown in distant fields? Might that farmer not occasionally enjoy the 

sights and sounds of that unseen place where the bounty of their harvest is plated? What about 

the opportunity of a different life than agriculture for the offspring of the farmer or the chance to 

compare and make such choices? Are there people in the cities who might learn about distant 



places by visiting them?  The nature of the human existence is change. The Agricultural 

Revolution brought people into cities for protection, food, and change of scenery. The Baby 

Boom Revolution saw people leave the city for the suburb, new spaces to build, work, and live, 

and change of scenery. 

The British, French, and Spanish colonies that experimented with transplanting parts of 

post-Crusades Europe to a New World were either thickly settled in the Northern and Middle 

Atlantic, equivalently populated with a Black working caste and white property owners on the 

Southern Atlantic coast, or widely dispersed amongst the Indigenous Peoples and areas of the 

Northern Interior, Great Plains, Southwest, and the Pacific Coast. Time and distance saw their 

development remain static and separate from each other until the end of the US Civil War. It was 

then that the Industrial Revolution and the Era of Invention increasingly brought mechanical 

agriculture, textile factories, wheeled river boats, the steam engine, advanced fire arms, siege 

weapons, telegraph, telephone and the end of the Pony Express and stagecoach, in favor of rail 

travel.  

The Trump Administration and its active dismantling of the bureaucratic state is the so far 

predictable and ongoing inherency of Affirmative ground. The Affirmative solvency advocate 

will depart a wellspring of cultural desire and policy requirement. An added benefit for solvency 

advocates under the resolution will be a new back and forth tension in the Constitutionality 

debates on Federalism and the Electoral College. Traditionally, Federalism has been uniquely 

strong Negative ground. Under certain conditions, state actions may intersect with national 

sovereignty in ways delineated by the Constitution's Bill of Rights. This connection can become 

more predictable in the context of post-Civil Rights America.  The nature of mass transit 



populations of need sometimes falls into climatic, regional, and cultural spaces, and elevate these 

common human environmental concerns.  

I envision Affirmatives that assert Affirmative Fiat to regional transit solutions that might 

overlay and simultaneously occupy otherwise strictly state or strictly Federal boundaries. If the 

best “policy” is the sought-after outcome, fresh ways of thinking about community connections 

(especially but not limited to transcontinental connections) could lay the groundwork for new 

ways of connecting mass transit for economic and beneficial reasons of population and material 

supply. Colin Woodward’s American Nations: A History of the Eleven Rival Regional Cultures 

of North America, or Carl O. Sauer, who examined North America and the shaping of regional 

identities by social, historical, and environmental factors could help create unique and culturally 

suggested modes and routes of mass transit transportation based on local values that resemble or 

amend current state or national overriding factors for transportation policy creation, 

maintenance, and enforcement. Prioritizing environmental human rights over personal identity, 

ethnicity, abilities, age, or gender could create a new political landscape. The Green Party had 

until now failed to gain a strong foothold under the “first to the post” winner take all systems of 

state electoral vote concentrations as a basis for determining Presidential elections. This primary 

electoral mechanism may or may not change in the near future, but regional concerns in culture 

and geography are creating new spaces for the growth of voter power brokering. 

Balanced Debates 

Hegemony Good/Bad,  Authoritarianism inevitable (Rights Malthus), Overpopulation (Thomas 

Malthus), Environmental Ethic, Politics, Nuclear Exchange Imminent (SPARC), American 

Revolution (New Right/New Left) many counterplans now based on perhaps international 

cooperation as regions of America and the world split and reform (if not severing political 



sovereignty bonds), changing mindsets in who can be cooperated with may arise. To date, the 

best high-speed rail is not made here. Perhaps an opportunity for cooperation exists in the world 

of the Counterplan? Revisiting the "Burn it Down" debate from another angle could provide 

valuable insights for the Kriticism.   A “Build it Up/Reform Absent Traditional Sovereignty or a 

return to World Government but small worlds and regions. What if California, the worlds 9th 

largest economy, and several states in the Pacific Northwest had mass transit cooperation with 

Canada because of common land use, perceived respect for waterways and sea life, and respect 

for Indigenous culture values? 

Definitions: 

Initiate 

In relation to the Department of Transportation associated with rule making. 

initiated; initiating 

Synonyms of initiate 

transitive verb 

1 

: to cause or facilitate the beginning of : set going: Merriam Webster 

Enforce 

1. compel observance of or compliance with (a law, rule, or obligation): 

"the role of the police is to enforce the law" 

cause (something) to happen by necessity or force: 

"there is no outside agency to enforce cooperation between the players": Oxford 

Languages 

to make people obey a law, or to make a particular situation happen or be accepted: 

Cambridge Dictionaries 

Significant 

 sig·nifi·cant 

https://www.merriam-webster.com/thesaurus/initiate
https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/transitive
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/people
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/obey
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/law
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/particular
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/situation
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/happen
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/accepted


[sɪɡˈnɪfɪk(ə)nt] 

adjective 

significant (adjective) 

1. sufficiently great or important to be worthy of attention; noteworthy: 

"a significant increase in sales" 

Similar: 

o notable 

o noteworthy 

o remarkable 

o outstanding 

o important 

o consequential 

o serious 

o crucial 

o weighty 

o material 

o appreciable 

o momentous 

o memorable 

o unforgettable 

o pronounced 

o marked 

o considerable 

o obvious 

o conspicuous 

o striking 

o glaring 

https://www.bing.com/ck/a?!&&p=cb43bb689f02a2c983b21ba11d8b49590f0b2be3797691e88ee6461ad7879564JmltdHM9MTc1MDk4MjQwMA&ptn=3&ver=2&hsh=4&fclid=0eab74bb-d420-6d9e-16b8-6165d5096cae&u=a1L3NlYXJjaD9xPWRlZmluZStub3RhYmxlJkZPUk09RENNWlNZ&ntb=1
https://www.bing.com/ck/a?!&&p=c9af37de8dac823bf986d9ece4a5514f60021d92b48b19c7b884ca96034c3542JmltdHM9MTc1MDk4MjQwMA&ptn=3&ver=2&hsh=4&fclid=0eab74bb-d420-6d9e-16b8-6165d5096cae&u=a1L3NlYXJjaD9xPWRlZmluZStub3Rld29ydGh5JkZPUk09RENNWlNZ&ntb=1
https://www.bing.com/ck/a?!&&p=fe6316024195f7ed9cf8463d621f3558a17176eb922a25a06bcd980f0af5bda9JmltdHM9MTc1MDk4MjQwMA&ptn=3&ver=2&hsh=4&fclid=0eab74bb-d420-6d9e-16b8-6165d5096cae&u=a1L3NlYXJjaD9xPWRlZmluZStyZW1hcmthYmxlJkZPUk09RENNWlNZ&ntb=1
https://www.bing.com/ck/a?!&&p=e17a80c6a57963773033477aa6f422fc1aa5a7f4b780d8b1f087e7ffd40d447bJmltdHM9MTc1MDk4MjQwMA&ptn=3&ver=2&hsh=4&fclid=0eab74bb-d420-6d9e-16b8-6165d5096cae&u=a1L3NlYXJjaD9xPWRlZmluZStvdXRzdGFuZGluZyZGT1JNPURDTVpTWQ&ntb=1
https://www.bing.com/ck/a?!&&p=31436241906aae3342b19a1a825cdeb62e481cd1392c2beef12dee1c12cc4d7cJmltdHM9MTc1MDk4MjQwMA&ptn=3&ver=2&hsh=4&fclid=0eab74bb-d420-6d9e-16b8-6165d5096cae&u=a1L3NlYXJjaD9xPWRlZmluZStpbXBvcnRhbnQmRk9STT1EQ01aU1k&ntb=1
https://www.bing.com/ck/a?!&&p=a8a310c855f89fdf671b8dbfab7430eb719d422a0125a4f33be2ae0cf40d0f55JmltdHM9MTc1MDk4MjQwMA&ptn=3&ver=2&hsh=4&fclid=0eab74bb-d420-6d9e-16b8-6165d5096cae&u=a1L3NlYXJjaD9xPWRlZmluZStjb25zZXF1ZW50aWFsJkZPUk09RENNWlNZ&ntb=1
https://www.bing.com/ck/a?!&&p=d802da51da80e849f9ff32b6b5d3f1ed0d9f7204e8c0dba40e8bbd0c26e36846JmltdHM9MTc1MDk4MjQwMA&ptn=3&ver=2&hsh=4&fclid=0eab74bb-d420-6d9e-16b8-6165d5096cae&u=a1L3NlYXJjaD9xPWRlZmluZStzZXJpb3VzJkZPUk09RENNWlNZ&ntb=1
https://www.bing.com/ck/a?!&&p=c58bae49157f89fa8400caa896bf8abf039b37b67a37a17691af608b9d9b486bJmltdHM9MTc1MDk4MjQwMA&ptn=3&ver=2&hsh=4&fclid=0eab74bb-d420-6d9e-16b8-6165d5096cae&u=a1L3NlYXJjaD9xPWRlZmluZStjcnVjaWFsJkZPUk09RENNWlNZ&ntb=1
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https://www.bing.com/ck/a?!&&p=9823dbf2ffe265c4f38b5ee53ee2a46f163759344b3c6444ac6c715bc6093418JmltdHM9MTc1MDk4MjQwMA&ptn=3&ver=2&hsh=4&fclid=0eab74bb-d420-6d9e-16b8-6165d5096cae&u=a1L3NlYXJjaD9xPWRlZmluZSttYXRlcmlhbCZGT1JNPURDTVpTWQ&ntb=1
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https://www.bing.com/ck/a?!&&p=a0858f870b8b02a1e5d793219670e13c51e6e398ead73e4c733e1d30a1fa5d56JmltdHM9MTc1MDk4MjQwMA&ptn=3&ver=2&hsh=4&fclid=0eab74bb-d420-6d9e-16b8-6165d5096cae&u=a1L3NlYXJjaD9xPWRlZmluZSttYXJrZWQmRk9STT1EQ01aU1k&ntb=1
https://www.bing.com/ck/a?!&&p=762c6fca40801c91e7e37c1f1ae7ad8247fe3b1ea65529028c05d65dea5c508bJmltdHM9MTc1MDk4MjQwMA&ptn=3&ver=2&hsh=4&fclid=0eab74bb-d420-6d9e-16b8-6165d5096cae&u=a1L3NlYXJjaD9xPWRlZmluZStjb25zaWRlcmFibGUmRk9STT1EQ01aU1k&ntb=1
https://www.bing.com/ck/a?!&&p=b3e91a28a6b8229896a0e3ed237338f3ebe998414c228098d57e7873e96323e1JmltdHM9MTc1MDk4MjQwMA&ptn=3&ver=2&hsh=4&fclid=0eab74bb-d420-6d9e-16b8-6165d5096cae&u=a1L3NlYXJjaD9xPWRlZmluZStvYnZpb3VzJkZPUk09RENNWlNZ&ntb=1
https://www.bing.com/ck/a?!&&p=45b41c37dd581b809cd26b20c1ba239a46e4ce5e6666c7c5d75d099c3937fdddJmltdHM9MTc1MDk4MjQwMA&ptn=3&ver=2&hsh=4&fclid=0eab74bb-d420-6d9e-16b8-6165d5096cae&u=a1L3NlYXJjaD9xPWRlZmluZStjb25zcGljdW91cyZGT1JNPURDTVpTWQ&ntb=1
https://www.bing.com/ck/a?!&&p=11b8a5472e71a6ff5652057af9eec7e6eacd73c1ff91c79be27c88a82ab455edJmltdHM9MTc1MDk4MjQwMA&ptn=3&ver=2&hsh=4&fclid=0eab74bb-d420-6d9e-16b8-6165d5096cae&u=a1L3NlYXJjaD9xPWRlZmluZStzdHJpa2luZyZGT1JNPURDTVpTWQ&ntb=1
https://www.bing.com/ck/a?!&&p=cdfd8d0d38d25c1c611df80db34242bbe12e0595b53b48368524eab64a33d1b6JmltdHM9MTc1MDk4MjQwMA&ptn=3&ver=2&hsh=4&fclid=0eab74bb-d420-6d9e-16b8-6165d5096cae&u=a1L3NlYXJjaD9xPWRlZmluZStnbGFyaW5nJkZPUk09RENNWlNZ&ntb=1


o signal 

o impressive 

o uncommon 

o unusual 

o rare 

o extraordinary 

o exceptional 

o particular 

o special 

o worthy of attention 

o of importance 

o of consequence 

o of moment 

Opposite: 

o insignificant 

o minor 

2. having a particular meaning; indicative of something: 

"in times of stress her dreams seemed to her especially significant" 

• suggesting a meaning or message that is not explicitly stated: 

"she gave him a significant look" 

Similar: 

▪ meaningful 

▪ expressive 

▪ eloquent 

▪ informative 

▪ revealing 

▪ indicative 

https://www.bing.com/ck/a?!&&p=f69cafeeba7ee3f357560866e861860e06690d475abba32a5f5d0568a31c363dJmltdHM9MTc1MDk4MjQwMA&ptn=3&ver=2&hsh=4&fclid=0eab74bb-d420-6d9e-16b8-6165d5096cae&u=a1L3NlYXJjaD9xPWRlZmluZStzaWduYWwmRk9STT1EQ01aU1k&ntb=1
https://www.bing.com/ck/a?!&&p=b34292275b2d697d224437542c0058a6ed84fd1f74f0c2ddd18047f04b646f85JmltdHM9MTc1MDk4MjQwMA&ptn=3&ver=2&hsh=4&fclid=0eab74bb-d420-6d9e-16b8-6165d5096cae&u=a1L3NlYXJjaD9xPWRlZmluZStpbXByZXNzaXZlJkZPUk09RENNWlNZ&ntb=1
https://www.bing.com/ck/a?!&&p=e0f83eecef39833418a873762ee4fd40d9c2f078f9409e646713961e0b62ff7dJmltdHM9MTc1MDk4MjQwMA&ptn=3&ver=2&hsh=4&fclid=0eab74bb-d420-6d9e-16b8-6165d5096cae&u=a1L3NlYXJjaD9xPWRlZmluZSt1bmNvbW1vbiZGT1JNPURDTVpTWQ&ntb=1
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▪ suggestive 

▪ symbolic 

▪ relevant 

▪ pregnant 

▪ knowing 

▪ telling 

▪ pithy 

▪ valid 

▪ purposeful 

Opposite: 

▪ meaningless 

o statistics 

relating to or having significance. Merriam-Webster 

 

Increase 

become or make greater in size, amount, intensity, or degree: 

"car use is increasing at an alarming rate" · "we are aiming to increase awareness of 

social issues"   : Oxford Languages 
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of 

preposition 

əv, 

Synonyms of of 

1 

—used as a function word to indicate a point of reckoning 

north of the lake 

2 

a 

—used as a function word to indicate origin or derivation 

a man of noble birth 

b 

—used as a function word to indicate the cause, motive, or reason 

died of flu 

c 

: by 

plays of Shakespeare 

d 

: on the part of 
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very kind of you 

e 

: occurring in 

a fish of the western Atlantic 

3 

—used as a function word to indicate the component material, parts, or elements or the contents 

throne of gold 

cup of water 

4 

a 

—used as a function word to indicate the whole that includes the part denoted by the preceding 

word 

most of the army 

b 

—used as a function word to indicate a whole or quantity from which a part is removed or 

expended 

gave of his time:Merriam-Webster 

 

Mass transit 

public transportation, especially in an urban area: Oxford Languages 

mass transit, the movement of people within urban areas using group travel technologies 

such as buses and trains. The essential feature of mass transportation is that many people 

are carried in the same vehicle (e.g., buses) or collection of attached vehicles (trains). 

This makes it possible to move people in the same travel corridor with greater efficiency, 

which can lead to lower costs to carry each person or—because the costs are shared by 

many people—the opportunity to spend more money to provide better service, or both: 

Brittanica 

the transportation of large numbers of people by means of buses, subway trains, etc., 

especially within urban areas 

also : the system, vehicles, or facilities engaged in such transportation: Meriam-Webster 

https://www.britannica.com/technology/urban-transportation
https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/efficiency


1. a system of large-scale public transportation in a given metropolitan area, typically 

comprising buses, subways, and elevated trains : Dictionary.com 

Public 

 pub·lic ˈpə-blik  

Synonyms of public 

1 

a 

: exposed to general view : open 

b 

: well-known, prominent 

c 

: perceptible, material 

2 

a 

: of, relating to, or affecting all the people or the whole area of a nation or state 

public law 

b 

: of or relating to a government 

c 

: of, relating to, or being in the service of the community or nation 

3 

a 

: of or relating to people in general : universal 

b 

: of, by, for, or directed to the public (see public entry 2 sense 2) : popular 

in the public eye 

a campaign to raise public awareness of the issue 

https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/public?pronunciation&lang=en_us&dir=p&file=public01
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He's certainly aware that public opinion has soured on him this year …—Bryan Rolli 

4 

: of or relating to business or community interests as opposed to private affairs : social 

5 

: devoted to the general or national welfare : humanitarian 

6 

a 

: accessible to or shared by all members of the community 

b 

: capitalized in shares that can be freely traded on the open market  

—often us: Merriam Webster 

 

Mass transportation 

Bus: noun 

a large motor vehicle carrying passengers by road, typically one serving the public on a 

fixed route and for a fare: Oxford Language 

a large motor vehicle designed to carry passengers usually along a fixed route according 

to a schedule: Merriam Webster 

bus is a large, self-propelled, wheeled vehicle that is designed to carry passengers, 

generally on a fixed route. The word "bus" is short for "omnibus", which means "for 

everyone". The term "bus" was first used in the 1830s, and it referred to the fact that 

anyone could join the coach along its route, unlike with stagecoaches, which had to be 

pre-booked.: Brittanica 

Light Rail 

1. of or relating to a local rail rapid-transit system using large, single passenger cars, 

railroad-type signals, and, usually, private rights-of-way. Dictionary.com 

2. a railroad system or systems constructed to lower engineering standards than a mainline 

railroad, typically one operating small, frequent trains in an urban area: Oxford 

Languages 

https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/social
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3. light rail transit, system of railways usually powered by overhead electrical wires and 

used for medium-capacity local transportation in metropolitan areas. Light rail vehicles 

(LRVs) are a technological outgrowth of streetcars (trams). Light rail transit lines are 

more segregated from street traffic than are tramways (particularly in congested urban 

areas) but less so than are rapid transit (heavy rail) lines. Brittanica 

High Speed Rail 

high-speed rail (HSR), passenger train that generally travels at least 200 km (124 miles) 

per hour and can cruise up to 355 km (221 miles) per hour, though some have reached 

higher speeds. More than 20 countries, largely in Asia and Europe, have high-speed rail 

networks. Transportation researchers have found that traveling via high-speed rail in Asia 

and Europe is a competitive alternative to flying for trips up to about 1,000 km (620 

miles). Brittanica 

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION Federal Railroad Administration [Docket No. 

FRA-2022-0084] Advancing High-Speed Rail Projects Intended for Operations Over 160 

Miles Per Hour Through Domestic Sourcing Plans and Buy America Compliance 

AGENCY: Federal Railroad Administration (FRA), Department of Transportation 

(DOT). ACTION: Notice. SUMMARY: The Federal Railroad Administration (FRA) is 

issuing this notice to encourage development of high-speed rail (HSR) system projects 

intended for operations over 160 miles per hour by establishing a streamlined process for 

reviewing domestic sourcing and workforce plans. Specifically, this notice summarizes 

FRA’s intent to invite HSR project sponsors to voluntarily submit for review, in advance 

of receipt of DOT funding, their domestic sourcing and workforce plans. This notice 

provides further clarification to the December 7, 2022, Notice of Funding Opportunity for 

the Federal State Partnership for Intercity Passenger Rail Program, which stated that FRA 

expects all applicants to comply with Buy America requirements without needing a 

waiver: DOT June 5 2025 

Subways 

 metro, tube, underground, subway system, subwaynoun 

an electric railway operating below the surface of the ground (usually in a city): 

Princeton’s Word Net 

A subway refers to an underground rapid transit system used for urban public 

transportation. It moves people quickly and efficiently through crowded cities, typically 

below street level. :Ultimate Lexicon.com 

Ferries 

a place where persons or things are carried across a body of water (such as a river) in a 

boat: Merriam-Webster 
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a boat or ship for taking passengers and 

often vehicles across an area of water, especially as a regular service: Cambridge 

Dictionary  

 

To take (people, cars, etc.) across a river or narrow body of water in a boat, raft, etc. 

Webster’s New World 

ferry, a place where passengers, freight, or vehicles are carried by boat across 

a river, lake, arm of the sea, or other body of water. The term applies both to the place 

where the crossing is made and to the boat used for the purpose. By extension of the 

original meaning, ferry also denotes a short overwater flight by an airplane carrying 

passengers or freight or the flying of planes from one point to another as a means of 

delivering them. Brittanica 

 

Definitions 

Arkansas and Mississippi Deltas 

The Arkansas Delta and Mississippi Delta are related but not exactly the same. Here's a 

breakdown ¹ ²: 

- *Mississippi Delta*: Refers specifically to the delta region of the Yazoo River in the eastern 

floodplain of the lower Mississippi River, stretching from southern Illinois to the Gulf of 

Mexico. This region covers 35,000 square miles across seven states, including Arkansas, Illinois, 

Kentucky, Louisiana, Mississippi, Missouri, and Tennessee. 

- *Arkansas Delta*: Part of the larger Mississippi Alluvial Plain, the Arkansas Delta 

encompasses about 10 million acres of land in eastern Arkansas, stretching from Eudora in the 

south to Blytheville in the north and as far west as Little Rock. It's known for its rich, fertile soil 

and is one of the most agriculturally productive regions in the world. 

 

Both regions share similar geographical characteristics, such as flat terrain and rich alluvial soil, 

deposited by the Mississippi River and its tributaries. However, the Arkansas Delta is a subset of 

the larger Mississippi Alluvial Plain, with distinct sub-regions like the St. Francis Basin, 

Crowley's Ridge, and the White River Lowlands ³. 

 

In summary, while the Arkansas Delta is part of the broader Mississippi Delta region, they are 

not identical in terms of geographical scope and specific characteristics. Bing.com 

 

Appalachian 
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adjective 

1. of or relating to the Appalachian Mountains. 

2. of or relating to the region of Appalachia, its inhabitants, or their culture. 

3. Geology. of or relating to the orogeny and accompanying intrusion that occurred in 

eastern North America during the Pennsylvanian and Permian periods. 

Southern Border 

From San Diego, California in the west to Brownsville, Texas, to the east, the southern border 

region is one of the most diverse and economically vibrant regions in the country. The southern 

border has a deeply rich multicultural and indigenous history that predates national boundaries, 

and its unique wildlife habitats enrich the dynamic landscape of the region. Southern border 

cities are some of the safest communities in the country. The southern border is a key engine of 

economic growth.  Southernborder.org 

From San Diego, California in the west to Brownsville, Texas, to the east, the southern border 

region is one of the most diverse and economically vibrant regions in the country. The southern 

border has a deeply rich multicultural and indigenous history that predates national boundaries, 

and its unique wildlife habitats enrich the dynamic landscape of the region. Southern border 

cities are some of the safest communities in the country. The southern border is a key engine of 

economic growth.  www.hhs.gov 

Deep South 

[ˌdēp ˈsouTH] 

definition 

1. the southeastern region of the US regarded as embodying traditional Southern culture and 

traditions.: Oxford Languages 

2. The term "Deep South" is defined in a various ways, but most definitions typically 

include the states: Louisiana, Mississippi, Alabama, Georgia, and South 

Carolina.[3] Texas and Florida are sometimes included as well,[4] due to their 

proximity, coastlines with the Gulf of Mexico, histories of slavery, large African 

American populations, and their former status as part of the Confederate States of 

America. 

3. The eastern part of Texas is the westernmost extension of the Deep South, typically the 

area east of Dallas.[5] North Florida is also part of the Deep South region, typically the 

area north of Ocala.[6] West Tennessee is sometimes included due to its history of slavery, 

its prominence in cotton production during the antebellum period,[7] and cultural 
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similarity to the Mississippi Delta region.[8] The Arkansas Delta is also sometimes 

included,[4][9] though Arkansas is usually considered part of the Upper South.[10] 

4. Seven states seceded from the United States before the firing on Fort Sumter and the start 

of the American Civil War, which originally formed the Confederate States of America. 

In order of secession, they are South Carolina, Mississippi, Florida, Alabama, Georgia, 

Louisiana, and Texas. Wikipedia 

North Florida 

North Florida is a region in the state of Florida, comprising the northern parts of the state. Here's 

a breakdown of what defines North Florida: 

• Geographic Location: North Florida shares borders with Georgia to the north and Alabama to 

the northwest. It's characterized by a mix of flatlands, gently rolling hills, and coastal plains 

along the Atlantic Ocean and Gulf of Mexico. 

• Cities: Major cities in North Florida include: 

○ Jacksonville: The largest city in North Florida and the most populous city in the state. 

○ Tallahassee: The capital of Florida, known for its role in education and politics. 

• Counties: Some notable counties in North Florida include: 

○ Duval County: Home to Jacksonville. 

○ Leon County: Where Tallahassee is located. 

○ Nassau County: Known for its coastal towns and beaches. 

○ Alachua County: Home to the University of Florida in Gainesville. 

• Regions: North Florida can be further divided into sub-regions like: 

○ Northeast Florida: Includes Jacksonville and surrounding areas. 

○ North Central Florida: Features cities like Gainesville and Ocala. 

○ Panhandle: Includes cities like Pensacola and Panama City. Bing.com 

 

 

Florida Panhandle 

The Florida Panhandle is a region in the northwestern part of Florida, stretching approximately 

200 miles from the Alabama border to the Apalachicola River. It's a narrow strip of land bordered 

by Alabama to the west and north, Georgia to the northeast, and the Gulf of Mexico to the south. 

 

*Geographic Features:* 

 

- *Coastline:* The Panhandle boasts over 200 miles of coastline along the Gulf of Mexico, 

featuring white-sand beaches and emerald waters. 

- *Terrain:* The region's terrain varies from flat coastal plains to rolling hills and pine forests. 
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- *Rivers:* Major rivers include the Apalachicola River, Choctawhatchee River, and Escambia 

River. 

- *Counties:* The Panhandle comprises 16 counties, including Escambia, Santa Rosa, Okaloosa, 

Walton, Bay, Gulf, Franklin, Wakulla, Leon, Liberty, Calhoun, Jackson, Washington, Holmes, 

Gadsden, and Jefferson. 

 

*Major Cities:* 

 

- *Pensacola:* Known for its historic downtown and naval air station. 

- *Tallahassee:* The state capital, featuring government buildings and universities. 

- *Panama City:* A popular beach destination with vibrant nightlife. 

- *Destin:* Famous for its white-sand beaches and fishing industry. 

 

*Economic and Cultural Significance:* 

 

- *Tourism:* The Panhandle's beaches, state parks, and historic sites attract millions of visitors 

each year. 

- *Agriculture:* The region's fertile soil and favorable climate make it suitable for farming and 

agriculture. 

- *Defense Industry:* The Panhandle is home to several military bases, contributing to the local 

economy. 

- *Cultural Heritage:* The region's history and culture are influenced by its Southern roots and 

coastal location ¹ ².Bing.com 

Rural America 

Rural America is a vast and diverse region, covering about 97% of the country's landmass, yet 

home to only 19.3% of the population, approximately 60 million people. Here's a breakdown of 

its cultural and geographic characteristics ¹: 

 

*Geographic Features:* 

 

- *Sparsely populated*: Rural areas have low housing density and are far from urban centers. 

- *Varied landscapes*: From farmlands and pastoral landscapes to rolling hills and pine forests. 

- *Regional differences*: The rural South and West are particularly racially and ethnically 

diverse, with significant populations of Black Americans, Latino Americans, and Indigenous 

Americans. 

 

*Cultural Characteristics:* 

 

- *Diverse population*: 24% of rural Americans are people of color, with growing diversity 



driven by increases in Latino and Asian American populations. 

- *Aging population*: Rural areas have a higher share of adults aged 65 and older, with 18% of 

the population in this age group. 

- *Economic challenges*: Rural areas face higher poverty rates, with 18% of the population 

living in poverty, and lower average earnings per worker. 

- *Limited access to education*: Rural areas trail urban and suburban areas in college graduation 

rates, with 19% of residents holding a bachelor's degree or higher. 

 

*Regional Variations:* 

 

- *Northeast and Midwest*: Many rural counties in these regions lost population between 2000 

and 2017, with more deaths than births and net migration losses. 

- *South and West*: Rural counties in these regions were more likely to gain population, driven 

by recreation-based economies and growing Latino populations. 

- *Great Plains*: Rural farming counties in this region have experienced population decline, 

while recreation-based counties have seen growth ². Bing.com 

 

Coastal America 

Coastal America is a culturally and geographically distinct region that encompasses the coastal 

counties of the United States, including those along the Atlantic, Pacific, Gulf of Mexico, and 

Great Lakes coastlines. Here's a breakdown of its characteristics: 

 

*Geographic Features:* 

 

- *Coastal shoreline*: Coastal America includes counties with a coastline bordering the open 

ocean or the Great Lakes, as defined by the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA). 

- *High population density*: Coastal counties have a higher population density, with 

approximately 468 people per square mile, compared to the national average of 113 people per 

square mile. 

- *Urbanization*: Coastal areas are more urbanized, with major cities like New York City, Los 

Angeles, Miami, and Seattle. 

 

*Cultural Characteristics:* 

 

- *Diverse population*: Coastal America is home to a diverse population, with a significant 

proportion of immigrants and a growing racial and ethnic diversity. 

- *Economic hubs*: Coastal counties produce a substantial portion of the country's GDP, with 

major industries like tourism, trade, and technology driving the economy. 

- *Cultural attractions*: Coastal cities are known for their cultural attractions, such as museums, 



theaters, and music venues. 

 

*Demographic Trends:* 

 

- *Population growth*: Coastal counties have experienced significant population growth, with a 

46% increase from 1970 to 2020, adding 40.5 million people. 

- *Aging population*: Like the rest of the country, coastal America is experiencing an aging 

population, with implications for urban planning, infrastructure, and service provision. 

- *Migration patterns*: Coastal areas attract people from other parts of the country and the 

world, with net international migration playing a significant role in population growth ¹. 

 

Some notable coastal cities and regions include ²: 

- *Top coastal populations*: 

- *California*: 26.8 million people living in coastal counties 

- *Florida*: 16.2 million people living in coastal counties 

- *New York*: 15.9 million people living in coastal counties 

- *Fast-growing coastal metro areas*: 

- *Miami-Fort Lauderdale-West Palm Beach, FL*: Growing population with significant 

economic and cultural influence 

- *Ocala, FL*: Fastest-growing metro area in the nation 

- *Myrtle Beach-Conway-North Myrtle Beach, SC*: Growing population driven by tourism and 

domestic migration 

 

Overall, coastal America is a vibrant and diverse region that plays a significant role in the 

country's economy, culture, and demographics. Bing.com 

 

American Judicial System 

The American judicial system is a complex framework of courts and institutions that interpret 

and apply the law in the United States. It is divided into two main branches: 

- *Federal Judicial System*: Comprising the Supreme Court, circuit courts of appeals, and 

district courts, which handle cases involving federal laws and the Constitution. 

- *State Judicial Systems*: Each state has its own court system, which may include trial courts, 

appellate courts, and supreme courts, handling cases involving state laws and local ordinances. 

 

*Key Components:* 

 

- *Supreme Court*: The highest court in the land, with final authority to interpret the 

Constitution and federal laws. 

- *Circuit Courts of Appeals*: Intermediate appellate courts that review decisions from lower 



federal courts. 

- *District Courts*: Trial courts that hear cases involving federal laws and the Constitution. 

- *State Courts*: Trial and appellate courts that handle cases involving state laws and local 

ordinances. 

 

*Functions:* 

 

- *Interpreting Laws*: Courts interpret the meaning and application of laws. 

- *Resolving Disputes*: Courts resolve disputes between individuals, organizations, and 

government entities. 

- *Protecting Rights*: Courts protect individual rights and liberties guaranteed by the 

Constitution. 

 

*Principles:* 

 

- *Due Process*: The principle that individuals are entitled to fair procedures and treatment 

under the law. 

- *Equal Protection*: The principle that individuals are entitled to equal treatment under the law, 

without discrimination. 

- *Precedent*: The principle that prior court decisions serve as a guide for deciding similar cases. 

 

The American judicial system is designed to provide a fair and impartial forum for resolving 

disputes and interpreting the law, while protecting individual rights and liberties [5]. Bing.com 

The American judicial system has played a significant role in protecting the right to travel within 

the United States. Here are some key ways in which this right has been upheld: 

 

*Constitutional Basis* 

 

- The Privileges and Immunities Clause of Article IV, Section 2, Clause 1 of the US Constitution 

has been interpreted to protect the right to travel from one state to another. 

- The Fourteenth Amendment's Privileges or Immunities Clause has also been linked to the right 

to travel, particularly in the context of becoming a permanent resident in a new state ¹. 

 

*Landmark Cases* 

 

- *Saenz v. Roe (1999)*: The Supreme Court characterized the constitutional right to travel as 

having three components ¹: 

- *Right to Enter and Leave*: The right of a citizen to enter and leave another state. 

- *Right to Be Treated as a Welcome Visitor*: The right to be treated as a welcome visitor rather 

than an unfriendly alien when temporarily present in another state. 



- *Right to Be Treated Like Other Citizens*: The right to be treated like other citizens of a state 

for those who elect to become permanent residents. 

 

*Judicial Protections* 

 

- The Supreme Court has consistently recognized the right to travel as a fundamental right, often 

citing the Privileges and Immunities Clause and other constitutional provisions. 

- The Court has struck down laws that restrict travel or impose discriminatory treatment on non-

residents, such as limiting access to medical care or imposing durational residency requirements 

¹. 

 

*Implications* 

 

- The protection of the right to travel has significant implications for individual freedom, 

economic opportunity, and the overall unity of the country. 

- By upholding this right, the judicial system ensures that citizens can move freely between 

states, pursue opportunities, and access essential services without facing undue restrictions or 

discrimination.bing.com 

 

Overprotected  

 

 

Travel Freedom 

 

 

Within the United States 

 

Proposed Resolutions: 

Resolution 1 

Resolved: the USFG should initiate and enforce significant increase in 

support of public mass transportation by one or more of the following 

services: bus, commuter rail, light rail, high speed rail, subways, trolleys, ferries 

 



Resolution 2 

Resolved: the USFG should initiate and enforce significant increase in 

support of public mass transportation between rural and coastal America 

 

Resolution 3 

Resolved: the USFG should initiate and enforce significant safety enhancement on 

mass transit in one or more of the following regions of the United States: Appalachian, 

Arkansas Delta, Mississippi Delta, Southern Border, North Florida, Florida Panhandle 

 

Resolution 4 

Resolved: the American Judicial system has overemphasized travel freedom within the 

United States 


