




The Atlanta Journal-Constitution

PROOF OF

PUBLICATION
STATE OF GEORGIA

PUBLIC NOTICE

Before the undersigned authority personally appeared ,
who on oath says that he/she is a Legal

Advertising Representative of the Atlanta Journal-Constitution, a Daily newspaper published in

said City and State that is a newspaper of general circulation in Barrow, Bartow, Carroll,

Chattooga, Cherokee, Clarke, Clayton, Cobb, Coweta, DeKalb, Douglas, Fayette, Floyd, Forsyth,

Fulton, Gwinnett, Hall, Heard, Henry, Jackson, Jasper, Meriweather, Morgan, Newton, Paulding,

Polk, Rockdale, Walton, White, Banks, Butts, Dawson, Franklin, Gilmer, Gordon, Habersham,

Haralson, Lamar, Lumpkin, Madison, Monroe, Murray, Oconee, Pickens, Pike, Spalding, and

Whitfield Counties, and State of Georgia, and that the attached copy of Legal Advertising was

published 1 time(s) in said newspaper on 02/06/2025 and last date of Publication 02/06/2025.

CLASSIFIED ADS PLUS

17110 GUNN HWY

ODESSA, FL 33556

Invoice/Order Number: 0000859240

Ad Cost: $276.00

Paid: $276.00

Balance Due: $0.00

Signed AVVO, SAUWSEN
(Legal Advertising Agent)

Sworn or affirmed to, and subscribed before me, this 10th day ofFebruary, 2025 in Testimony whereof, | have hereunto set my

hand and affixed my official seal, the day and year aforesaid.

Signed

Notary Public — State of New York

No. 01PE0006459

Qualified in Erie County
Commission Expires: 4/27/2027

Please see Ad on following page(s).
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‘The Springfield Public Schools”
Purchasing & Distribution Department
is soliciting competitive bids for
Employee Healthcare Navigation and

Decision Support Al. interested
suppliers must submit a proposal in
accordance to solicitation documents
posted spsebids.ionwave.net/Login.aspx or

www.coretrustpg.com/public-
sector/solicitations. Responses must be
received by 2:00 pm February 28, 2025.
2-6-25
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[def:$signername|printname|req|signer1] [def:$signersig|sig|req|signer1] [def:$notarysig|sig|req|notary] [def:$date|date|req|notary] [def:$state|state|req|notary] [def:$county|county|req|notary] [def:$disclosure|disclosure|req|notary] [def:$seal|seal|req|notary]

Helena Independent Record
2222 N. Washington St
Helena, Montana 59602
(123) 456-7890

State of Florida, County of Orange, ss:

Tatiana Dorval, being first duly sworn, deposes and says: That (s)he
is a duly authorized signatory of Column Software, PBC, duly
authorized
agent of Helena Independent Record, a
newspaper of
general circulation published that is a "legal
newspaper" as that is
published daily in the City of Helena, in the County of Lewis and
Clark, State of Montana, and has charge of
the Advertisements
thereof.

If this certification is for the State of Montana, I hereby certify that l
have read sec. 18-7-204 and 18-7-205，
MCA, and subsequent
revisions, and declare that the price or rate
charged the State of
Montana for the publication for which claim is
made in printed copy
in the amount of $39.10，
is not in excess of
the minimum rate
charged any other advertiser for publication of
advertisement, set in
the same size type and published for the same
number of
insertions, further certify that this claim is correct and just
in all
respects, and that payment or credit has not been received.

PUBLICATION DATES: February. 8 2025

NOTICE ID: mvKvGpvkW7VvNIev2JgZ

PUBLISHER ID: COL-MT-200910

NOTICE NAME: employee

Publication Fee: $39.10

[$signersig ]
(Signed)______________________________________  [$seal]

VERIFICATION

State of Florida
County of Orange

Subscribed in my presence and sworn to before me on this: [$date]

[$notarysig ]
______________________________
Notary Public
[$disclosure]

See Proof on Next Page

AFFIDAVIT OF PUBLICATION

Notarized remotely online using communication technology via Proof.

02/18/2025
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AFFIDAVIT OF PUBLICATION

LOCALIQ

dutt
uJacebsWI, County Browa

8-21-246

Ο



Employee - Page 1 of 2

[def:$signername|printname|req|signer1] [def:$signersig|sig|req|signer1] [def:$notarysig|sig|req|notary] [def:$date|date|req|notary] [def:$state|state|req|notary] [def:$county|county|req|notary] [def:$disclosure|disclosure|req|notary] [def:$seal|seal|req|notary]

AFFIDAVIT OF PUBLICATION

State of Florida, County of Orange, ss:

Alison Farmwald, being first duly sworn, deposes and says: That

(s)he is a duly authorized signatory of Column Software, PBC, duly

authorized
agent of Richmond Times Dispatch, a newspaper printed

and published in the City of Richmond, State of Virginia, and that

this affidavit is Page 1 of 2 with the full text of the
sworn-to notice

set forth on the pages that follow, and the hereto attached:

PUBLICATION DATES:
Feb. 7, 2025

NOTICE ID: yWxXiCBEcJb7Fhoa0OiS

PUBLISHER ID: COL-7003365

NOTICE NAME: Employee

Publication Fee: 154.95

Ad Size: 2 X 11 L

Category: General Legal Notice

Under penalty of perjury, I, the undersigned affiant swear or affirm
that the statements above are true and accurate to the best of my
knowledge and belief.

[$signersig ]
(Signed)______________________________________  [$seal]

VERIFICATION

State of Florida
County of Orange

Subscribed in my presence and sworn to before me on this: [$date]

[$notarysig ]
______________________________
Notary Public
[$disclosure]

See Proof on Next Page



Notarized remotely online using communication technology via Proof.

02/10/2025
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Albany Times Union

News Plaza

Box 15000

Albany, New York 12212

MCA RUSSELL JOHNS Account Number: 600133349

Order Number: IPLATU0069475

17110 Gunn Hwy

Odessa FL 33556

STATE OF NEW YORK)
3SS.:

COUNTY OF ERIE)

The undersigned, being duly sworn, says that he/she is a Authorized Custodian of Records of THE TIMES

UNION, a daily newspaper printed in the county of Albany, Town of Colonie, and Published in the County of

Albany, Town of Colonie and the City of Albany, aforesaid and that notice of which a printed copy is annexed has

been regularly published in the said ALBANY TIMES UNION on the following dates:

02/07/2025

George Hearst. Publisher

By: = ARMO_HUNSRY_
Nora Hewson

Authorized Designee of George Hearst, Publisher of the Times Union

Subscribed and sworn to before me, this 10th day of February

Notary Public Signature

Sarah A. Perez

Notary Public — State of New York

No. 01PE0006459

Qualified in Erie County
Commission Expires: 4/27/2027

IPLATU0069475

 



The Springfield Public Schools Purchasing & Distribution Department is soliciting competitive bids 
for Employee Healthcare Navigation and Decision Support AI. Interested suppliers must submit 
a proposal in accordance to solicitation documents posted spsebids.ionwave.net/Login.aspx or   
www.coretrustpg.com/public-sector/solicitations.  Responses must be received by 2:00 pm Febru-
ary 28, 2025.

 IPLATU0069475
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The City of Houston is soliciting competitive bids for 

Background Checks and Identity Verification. Interested 

suppliers must submit a proposal in accordance to 

solicitation documents posted www.houstontx.gov/bizwithhou  

or www.coretrustpg.com/publicsector/solicitations.  

Responses must be received by 2:00 pm March 7, 2025.

The Springfield Public Schools Purchasing & Distribution 

Department is soliciting competitive bids for Employee 

Healthcare Navigation and Decision Support AI. Interested 

suppliers must submit a proposal in accordance to solicitation 

documents posted spsebids.ionwave.net/Login.aspx or  

www.coretrustpg.com/public-sector/solicitations.  

Responses must be received by 2:00 pm February 28, 2025.

The city of Houston is soliciting competitive bids for Machine 

Based Comprehensive Vending Services. Interested suppliers 

must submit a proposal in accordance to solicitation 

documents posted www.houstontx.gov/bizwithhou/ or  

www.coretrustpg.com/public-sector/solicitations.  

Responses must be received by 2:00 pm February 28, 2025.

PUBLIC NOTICE

NOTICES

For advertising information: 1.800.397.0070   www.russelljohns.com/usat

MARKETPLACE TODAY
To view more Classified listings,
visit: classifieds.usatoday.com

All classifi ed ads are subject to the applicable rate card, copies of which are available from our Advertising Dept. All ads are subject to approval before publication. USA Today reserves the right to edit, refuse, reject, classify or cancel any ad 
at any time. Errors must be reported in the fi rst day of publication. USA Today shall not be liable for any loss or expense that results from an error in or omission of an advertisement. No refunds for early cancellation of order.

PUBLIC NOTICE

NOTICES

The City of Houston is soliciting competitive bids for 

Uniforms, Service Apparel, and Textile Rentals. Interested 

suppliers must submit a proposal in accordance to solicitation 

documents posted www.houstontx.gov/bizwithhou/ or  

www.coretrustpg.com/publicsector/solicitations.  

Responses must be received by 2:00 pm February 28, 2025.

The city of Houston is soliciting competitive bids for 

contingent labor, all categories. Interested suppliers 

must submit a proposal in accordance to solicitation 

documents posted https://www.houstontx.gov/bizwithhou/ 

or http://www.coretrustpg.com/publicsector/solicitations. 

Responses must be received by 2:00 pm March 7, 2025.

Onondaga County NY is soliciting competitive bids for 

language accessibility & services, interpretation, and 

translation services. Interested suppliers must submit  

a proposal in accordance to solicitation documents  

posted http://www.ongov.net/purchase/index.html or  

http://www.coretrustpg.com/public-sector/solicitations.  

A copy may be obtained at Onondaga County Division  

of Purchase, 14th Floor Onondaga County Civic  

Center City of Syracuse, New York, 13202.  

Responses must be received by 2:00 pm February 28, 2025.

PUBLIC NOTICE

NOTICES

PUBLIC NOTICE

NOTICES

FINALLY...

A Stock Trading System that 
actually work.

Call for FREE REPORT.
(888) 492-8881 24 hrs

Would $100 Million Change 
your Life?

Jessie Livemore made that in 
one day. Oct 29, 1929,trading 

stocks... during the
greatest crashin history.Call 
for FREE 6 Page report de-

tailing his secret system
and how youcan do it too. 
Call (888) 492-8881 ad code 
usawe01. call (888) 492-8881

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES

BUSINESS & SERVICES

The City of Houston is soliciting competitive bids for  

Managed Print Services and Multi-function Devices.  

Interested suppliers must submit a proposal in accordance to  

solicitation documents posted www.houstontx.gov/bizwithhou 

or www.coretrustpg.com/publicsector/solicitations.  

Responses must be received by 2:00 pm March 7, 2025.

PUBLIC NOTICE

NOTICES

GET YOUR
BUSINESS
NOTICED!

USA TODAY’s
Marketplace

To advertise, call:
1-800-397-0070

or email:
sales@russelljohns.com

PUBLIC NOTICE

NOTICES

SCOTTSDALE, Ariz. – Josh Naylor
didn’t ask to be in the Arizona Diamond-
backs camp and, quite honestly, was
perfectly content staying in Cleveland. 

He didn’t volunteer to be the one to
replace three-time Gold Glove �rst
baseman Christian Walker on the �eld,
or his leadership in the clubhouse, but
now he has no choice.

Naylor, one of eight �rst basemen to
switch teams during the winter when he
was traded by the Guardians in Decem-
ber for reliever Slade Cecconi and a
Competitive Balance Round B draft
pick, knows that if he can replicate the
power he displayed a year ago when he
hit a career-high 31 homers and 108
RBIs, everything will take care of itself.

He’s not going to bring the same de-
fense as Walker and might not be as
popular with the fans, but he can cer-
tainly follow Walker’s lead. 

Walker was the one who replaced All-
Star Paul Goldschmidt, their perennial
MVP candidate and fan favorite, in 2019.
He took the opportunity and capitalized
on it, receiving a three-year, $60 million
free agent contract with the Houston
Astros.

“He’s a phenomenal player,” Naylor,
27, said Monday, “and I know he was a
popular leader, too. I would love to �ll
that role and step in those shoes and be-
come that leader that he was in the lock-
er room. Maybe a little bit of a voice and
players that someone could come to in
con�dence and talk to when things are
going rough or whatever, just be a good
friend.

“I’m not going to change the player I
am. I’m just going to be myself and grow
the most I can.”

Certainly, Naylor did that as a hitter
last year. He hit a career-high .308 in
2023 with 17 homers and 97 RBIs with a

.842 OPS, and then decided he wanted
to hit more homers. His home run total
leaped, but his batting average plum-
meted by 65 points to .243.

“I went into last season trying to hit
more homers, knowing my average
would �uctuate a little bit,” Naylor said.
“My goal (now) is just to put both to-
gether. I want to be a complete hitter,
have the .300 average, have the 30-plus
homers, 100-plus RBI. I want to put all of
those numbers together and have a
great year.”

The Diamondbacks will gladly take
that kind of production. They haven’t
had a �rst baseman hit at least .300 with
30 or more homers since 2015. They
have the potential to get 60 homers from
their corner in�eld spots with third
baseman Eugenio Suarez having hit at
least 30 homers in �ve of the past six full
seasons.

Who knows, maybe he’ll be able to
stick around awhile, too? Naylor, who
says he didn’t pay attention to the Pete
Alonso saga with the Mets, or really the

entire free agent �rst base market at all,
is eligible for free agency after the sea-
son. It’s too early to know where he’ll be
playing in 2026, but he sure likes what
he sees so far in the D-backs camp.

“This team is phenomenal,” he said,
“extreme talent level here. Everyone is
great in their own way. I’m looking for-
ward to just learning everyone and
learning how they play, �t into their
game style. … Great team, great players,
young squad, too. Hopefully, I’ll �t right
in.”

Of course, Naylor thought he was in
an ideal situation in Cleveland, too. The
Guardians stunned everyone last sea-
son by winning 92 games, winning the
American League Central title, knock-
ing o� the Detroit Tigers in then AL divi-
sion series round, before losing to the
New York Yankees in the AL champion-
ship series.

Instead of building o� that success,
the Guardians scaled back and lowered
their payroll, trading three-time Gold
Glove second baseman Andres Gimenez

to the Toronto Blue Jays in a $100 mil-
lion salary dump and sending Naylor to
Arizona.

Was Naylor, who will earn $10.9 mil-
lion this year, surprised he was traded?

“I kind of had a feeling,” he said, who
was never approached by the Guardians
about a contract extension. “Maybe the
last few o�seasons I kind of had a feel-
ing. It happens. Baseball is a business.
Kind of get used to this. It’s the fourth
organization I’ve been with since I start-
ed playing pro ball. The �rst few trades
are hard, but you get used to it.

“God plans things for you, and you
never know what it’s going to be or
where you’re going to be. Just go to roll
with the punches, continue to grow and
make the best out of opportunities.”

OK, so not surprised Gimenez was
dumped, either?

“Now him?” Naylor said. “Yes. Very
surprised.”

It’s now the Guardians’ problem to
�gure out a way to repeat as AL Central
champions after cutting their payroll to
$89 million. For the Diamondbacks,
they’re going all in with a payroll ex-
ceeding $190 million, highest in fran-
chise history, after signing ace Corbin
Burnes to a club-record $210 million
contract.

“It’s great, what a phenomenal pitch-
er,” Naylor said. “This team, they clearly
want to win. I’m very thankful to be part
of it.”

While Naylor will de�nitely miss
playing together with his 24-year-old
brother Bo, the Guardians’ catcher, the
brothers can at least stay together in the
same house in spring training, along
with 19-year-old brother Myles, a third
baseman in the Athletics organization.

And together, they share a dream.
“Our parents, they really made all

this happen for us,” Naylor said, “and we
owe them a lot. I think that’s why we
work so hard, to give back to them. One
day, hopefully, (we’ll) be able to retire
them and have them come out to every
single game that they can. They did a
phenomenal job raising us, and we’re
very thankful.”

Naylor knows he has big shoes to �ll

Former Cleveland Guardians �rst baseman Josh Naylor bats against the Los Angeles

Dodgers during a 2024 spring training game. MARK J. REBILAS/IMAGN IMAGES

Bob Nightengale

Columnist

USA TODAY

The US Open is making a big bet on
the potential of mixed doubles, funda-
mentally changing the format of the
tournament in ways that will draw sig-
ni�cant curiosity and controversy when
the �nal Grand Slam of the tennis sea-
son kicks o� in late August. 

Here are the four major changes the
USTA announced on Tuesday:

h Instead of 32 teams, the draw will
be limited to 16 with eight of those teams
getting in on the basis of combined sin-
gles rankings and eight wild cards to be
given out by the tournament. 

h The mixed doubles matches will be
played on Arthur Ashe and Louis Arm-
strong stadiums the week before the
main singles and doubles draws begin
while the qualifying tournament is tak-
ing place on the outside courts, e�ec-
tively extending the US Open to a full-
�edged three week event. 

h The matches will be played in a so-
called “Fast Four” format, with short
sets (�rst-to-four games with a tie-
breaker at 4-4 instead of �rst-to-six),
no-ad scoring and a 10-point tiebreaker
instead of a full third set. Only the �nal

will be played with a �rst-to-six format.
h Prize money is being bumped up to

$1 million to the winning team as op-
posed to last year’s $200,000 top prize. 

Why are these changes being made?
For one primary reason: To encourage
more highly ranked singles players to
participate in mixed doubles.

Star power could boost interest 

Long an afterthought at the Grand
Slams, mixed doubles is generally rele-
gated to the outside courts and rarely
have teams with enough star power to
generate much buzz. But anecdotally,
there’s clear interest in the concept
when players whom fans recognize par-
ticipate.

At last year’s US Open, for instance,
there was standing room only seating
on Court 11 when the boyfriend-girl-
friend team of Stefanos Tsitsipas and
Paula Badosa played (and lost) to Santi-
ago Gonzalez and Giuliana Olmos of
Mexico. Andy Murray and Serena Wil-
liams teamed up at Wimbledon in 2019
and won a couple of rounds. 

“It truly is something unique in sport
where you have the best athletes, male
and female, competing on the same �eld

of play at the same time against one an-
other,” USTA executive director Lew
Sherr told The Athletic. “It doesn’t exist
in other professional sports.”

But it only happens rarely in tennis
because the WTA and ATP tours don’t
intersect other than at the Grand Slams
and a few other 1000-level events,
which very rarely o�er mixed doubles
other than some exhibition play due to a
variety of factors including scheduling
and court availability. 

At the Grand Slams, though, players
generally focus on singles or doubles. 

There have also been situations
where top players may enter mixed dou-
bles but then withdraw as they advance
in singles. 

Changes criticized by purists

The changes will have some detrac-
tors, though, particularly among the
tour’s doubles specialists who will be
largely shut out of an opportunity to
play for a Grand Slam title. 

Former doubles No. 1 Paul McNamee
slammed the decision, writing on X that
the US Open “will not produce a bona
�de mixed doubles winner. Devalued
from a Grand Slam title to an (exhibi-
tion). Let’s just say I’m in shock.”

While McNamee’s criticism will res-
onate with some purists, it’s not hard to
understand why the USTA views mixed
doubles as prime ground for experimen-
tation and growing the game – not to
mention selling some tickets.

It’s been proved over and over again
that mixed doubles can be a big hit with
fans when the right players are in the
draw. By incentivizing their participa-
tion, the US Open believes it can turn an
afterthought during Slam weeks into a
big event on its own. 

US Open shakes up mixed doubles format
Dan Wolken

USA TODAY

Paula Badosa and Stefanos Tsitsipas

watch the mixed doubles during the

BNP Paribas Open last year.

JAYNE KAMIN-ONCEA/IMAGN IMAGES
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The Springfield Public Schools Purchasing & Distribution 

Department is soliciting competitive bids for Employee 

Healthcare Navigation and Decision Support AI. Interested 

suppliers must submit a proposal in accordance to solicitation 

documents posted spsebids.ionwave.net/Login.aspx or  

www.coretrustpg.com/public-sector/solicitations.  

Responses must be received by 2:00 pm February 28, 2025.

The city of Houston is soliciting competitive bids for 

contingent labor, all categories. Interested suppliers 

must submit a proposal in accordance to solicitation 

documents posted https://www.houstontx.gov/bizwithhou/ 

or http://www.coretrustpg.com/publicsector/solicitations. 

Responses must be received by 2:00 pm March 7, 2025.

San Diego Housing Commission (SDHC),  

San Diego, California is requesting proposals from  

qualified and experienced firms to provide:

Landscaping, Irrigation, Tree Trimming Services, and/or 

Related Products and Services (RFP No. PM-25-13)

In order to be considered, the Offeror must complete  

and submit a proposal to SDHC in accordance  

with the solicitation documentation available at:  

https://vendors.planetbids.com/portal/39471/bo/bo-search  

or from the Procurement Services office.

VIRTUAL PRE-PROPOSAL CONFERENCE: 

Wednesday, February 19, 2025, 12:00 pm local time.

PROPOSAL DUE DATE: 

MARCH 18, 2025, BEFORE 2:00 PM LOCAL TIME.  

CONTACT: Mark Rivaldi, Senior Procurement  

& Contract Specialist, markr@sdhc.org 

The city of Houston is soliciting competitive bids for Machine 

Based Comprehensive Vending Services. Interested suppliers 

must submit a proposal in accordance to solicitation 

documents posted www.houstontx.gov/bizwithhou/ or  

www.coretrustpg.com/public-sector/solicitations.  

Responses must be received by 2:00 pm February 28, 2025.

PUBLIC NOTICE

NOTICES

For advertising information: 1.800.397.0070   www.russelljohns.com/usat

MARKETPLACE TODAY
To view more Classified listings,
visit: classifieds.usatoday.com

All classifi ed ads are subject to the applicable rate card, copies of which are available from our Advertising Dept. All ads are subject to approval before publication. USA Today reserves the right to edit, refuse, reject, classify or cancel any ad 
at any time. Errors must be reported in the fi rst day of publication. USA Today shall not be liable for any loss or expense that results from an error in or omission of an advertisement. No refunds for early cancellation of order.

PUBLIC NOTICE

NOTICES

Place Your Ad In USA TODAY’s

Marketplace Using Our

Self-Service Ad Portal

Scan QR Code. Sign Up Today!

The City of Houston is soliciting competitive bids for 

Background Checks and Identity Verification. Interested 

suppliers must submit a proposal in accordance to 

solicitation documents posted www.houstontx.gov/bizwithhou  

or www.coretrustpg.com/publicsector/solicitations.  

Responses must be received by 2:00 pm March 7, 2025.

Onondaga County NY is soliciting competitive bids for 

language accessibility & services, interpretation, and 

translation services. Interested suppliers must submit  

a proposal in accordance to solicitation documents  

posted http://www.ongov.net/purchase/index.html or  

http://www.coretrustpg.com/public-sector/solicitations.  

A copy may be obtained at Onondaga County Division  

of Purchase, 14th Floor Onondaga County Civic  

Center City of Syracuse, New York, 13202.  

Responses must be received by 2:00 pm February 28, 2025.

PUBLIC NOTICE

NOTICES

PUBLIC NOTICE

NOTICES

WANT TO

ADVERTISE?

ASK US...

WE CAN

HELP!

Place your
advertisement
in USA TODAY’s
Marketplace!

To advertise, call:
800-397-0070
or email us at:

sales@russelljohns.com

The City of Houston is soliciting competitive bids for 

Uniforms, Service Apparel, and Textile Rentals. Interested 

suppliers must submit a proposal in accordance to solicitation 

documents posted www.houstontx.gov/bizwithhou/ or  

www.coretrustpg.com/publicsector/solicitations.  

Responses must be received by 2:00 pm February 28, 2025.

The City of Houston is soliciting competitive bids for  

Managed Print Services and Multi-function Devices.  

Interested suppliers must submit a proposal in accordance to  

solicitation documents posted www.houstontx.gov/bizwithhou 

or www.coretrustpg.com/publicsector/solicitations.  

Responses must be received by 2:00 pm March 7, 2025.

PUBLIC NOTICE

NOTICES

GET YOUR
BUSINESS
NOTICED!

USA TODAY’s
Marketplace

To advertise, call:
1-800-397-0070

or email:
sales@russelljohns.com

FREE REPORT

Reveals How To Get Rich by 
Legally Trading

Like an Insider With a Secret 
Method called The Slice. call 
24 hour recorded message 

(888) 492-8881

FINANCIAL

BUSINESS & SERVICES

PUBLIC NOTICE

NOTICES

Leonard Hamilton – the all-time win-
ningest men’s basketball coach in Florida
State University history who also played
a notable role in breaking the color barri-
er in the sport both as a player and coach
– is resigning as the Seminoles head
coach e�ective at the end of the season,
his 23rd at the school, the Tallahassee
Democrat has learned. 

After months of discussion with FSU
leadership, Hamilton, 76, announced his
resignation Monday afternoon. 

“I am deeply thankful for the tremen-
dous support of our fans, alumni, and ev-
eryone associated with Florida State
throughout my time here,” Hamilton said
in a statement released by the university.
“I am proud of the quality of the young
men that it was my privilege to lead, for
their faith in this program and in their be-
lief in the philosophy that we tried to in-
still in them over the years. I have been
blessed beyond words for the opportuni-
ty and the experience we’ve had here.”

Hamilton’s resignation comes two
days after the Seminoles tumbled to their
fourth consecutive defeat as they squan-
dered an eight-point lead in the �nal
minute and lost at Boston College 77-76.
FSU is 13-9 overall and 4-7 in Atlantic
Coast Conference play heading into
Tuesday.

Hamilton, in the �nal year of a �ve-
year contract extension that pays him
$2.25 million annually plus bonuses, has
been a mainstay in Tallahassee and col-
lege basketball. He has also coached dur-
ing an era at FSU that featured fellow
iconic coaches Bobby Bowden in football
and Mike Martin in baseball.

“My family and I truly love this place,
this institution, and its people. I’m very
fortunate to be able to have given this job
my all with no regrets,” Hamilton said.
“Every head coach inherits a legacy and
is obligated to leave the job better than
they inherited it. I’m very proud of what
we have been able to accomplish here
over the last 23 seasons. We were a con-
sistent contender, and we created suc-
cess for our players during their time
here. So many of them have gone on to be
successful in life. I hope that it will be re-
membered as my legacy. I look forward to
working with our administration during
this transition and being as helpful as
possible through this process.”

It appears Hamilton is keeping his op-
tions open for the future as he did not
mention retirement in the university’s
release. Hamilton could also remain in-
volved as an adviser to athletics on men’s
basketball issues, according to FSU
sources.

FSU Vice President and Director of
Athletics Michael Alford said the univer-
sity will immediately begin a national
search for Hamilton’s successor.

“Leonard Hamilton’s personal charac-
ter and integrity, and his leadership, set a
tremendous standard for all of FSU Ath-
letics,” Alford said. “Few people have
been as important in building the posi-
tive reputation of Seminole Athletics as

he. FSU’s stature as one of the leading
brands in college sports has been possi-
ble, in part, to his leadership of our men’s
basketball program.

“He steadily developed a culture of ex-
cellence that re�ects his personal values:
commitment to academic success, com-
petitive success, community service,
leadership, and ongoing personal excel-
lence. The success of the men who have
been part of our basketball program is
proof of that legacy.” 

10th in wins among active coaches

FSU opened this season with plenty of
promise at 13-5. However, the Seminoles
have been unable to sustain their mo-
mentum. They have nine regular-season
games remaining, �ve of them home
games. 

Earlier this season six former FSU
players sued Hamilton, alleging he failed
to make good on a promise to get each of
them $250,000 in NIL (name, image and
likeness) compensation. The lawsuit is
the latest in a growing number of NIL le-
gal battles.

As head coach at FSU, Hamilton has
compiled an overall record of 434-290,
including a mark of 196-186 in ACC reg-
ular-season games. Hamilton has led the
Seminoles to 16 postseason appearances
and 12 20-win seasons.

He currently ranks 10th on the NCAA’s
list of winningest active Division I coach-
es and is �fth all time in the ACC behind
Mike Krzyzewski of Duke, Roy Williams
and Dean Smith of North Carolina and
Gary Williams of Maryland.

Hamilton is the longest tenured men’s
basketball coach in the ACC and second-
oldest active Division I coach, leading the
Seminoles to three NCAA Tournament
Sweet 16s (2011, 2019, 2021) and one Elite
Eight (2018).

“Leonard Hamilton is a beacon of
class and integrity whose leadership
serves as an indelible example that com-
petitive excellence, academic achieve-
ment and community service are attain-
able at a leading public institution,” FSU

President Dr. Richard McCullough said. 
“Coach Hamilton’s legacy extends far

beyond Tallahassee and college basket-
ball. He is one of the most respected and
beloved ambassadors of FSU across the
nation and in his profession.”

Alford is con�dent the Seminoles will
attract a quality candidate to replace
Hamilton.

“I’m excited for the future of men’s
basketball at Florida State,” Alford said.
“Thanks to Coach Hamilton’s excellent
stewardship and leadership, it has been
proven that Florida State can be a con-
tender in the ACC and nationally. I’m
looking forward to continuing to build on
what he has accomplished here as we
identify the next leader of our program.”

Hamilton: ‘I was built for this’

In his 37th season as a college coach,
Hamilton – a native of Gastonia, North
Carolina – boasts a career record of 634-
500 (.559 winning percentage) to rank
among the top 100 winningest across all
NCAA levels.

Hamilton led FSU to its �rst ever ACC
championship in 2012 and guided the
Seminoles to a school-record four con-
secutive NCAA Tournament appear-
ances (2009-12). During a �ve-year span
from 2015 to 2020, FSU went 124-48,
punctuated by the program’s �rst ACC
regular-season title in 2019-20. 

Previous stops include Oklahoma
State (1986-1990) and Miami (1990-
2000), where he was the UPI National
Coach of the Year in 1995. Hamilton has
earned three national Coach of the Year
honors and was named the conference
Coach of the Year �ve times. He is the
only person to earn multiple Coach of the
Year honors in both the ACC and the Big
East.

Hamilton also coached the Washing-
ton Wizards during the 2000-01 season
with Michael Jordan as the team’s presi-
dent of basketball operations.

While Hamilton has preferred to look
at his accomplishments as a trailblazing
Black coach and player in a di�erent way,

his impact has been signi�cant.
He was the �rst Black player at Ten-

nessee-Martin and was the SEC’s �rst
Black assistant when Joe B. Hall hired
him at Kentucky in 1974. Hamilton was a
part of Kentucky teams that won a na-
tional championship in 1978 and went to
the Final Four in 1984.

“I’ve always been reluctant to put la-
bels. Some kinds of labels mean certain
things to di�erent people,” Hamilton told
the Democrat in a previous interview. “I
just think I was very fortunate to come
along at a time when opportunities were
not as available for African American
guys, but I always seemed to have been
able to slide into situations that were
available I’ve always felt a hedge of pro-
tection around me. I’ve always felt that
my steps have always been ordered. ... I
was built for this.”

Teams known for defense 

Hamilton’s Florida State teams have
been known for stingy team defense,
athleticism, winning mentality and aca-
demics.

Nineteen players have been NBA draft
selections, with nearly half (nine) going
in the �rst round, led by No. 4 overall se-
lection Patrick Williams in 2020 and
Scottie Barnes in 2021. He has coached
24 All-ACC selections, 13 ACC All-Defen-
sive Team selections, four ACC Sixth
Man of the Year recipients and two ACC
Defensive Players of the Year.

And 97% of Hamilton’s players who
have stayed four years at FSU have grad-
uated. His team produced a program-rec-
ord 3.16 grade-point average in the spring
of 2023, highlighted by 10 individual
GPAs of at least 3.0.

Hamilton’s legacy also extends na-
tionally as 12 of his former assistants
have been head coaches at the Division I
level.

Hamilton earned his bachelor’s degree
in physical education from Tennessee-
Martin in 1971 and received his master’s
in physical and health education from
Austin Peay State in 1973. He has been in-
ducted into seven Halls of Fame, includ-
ing Miami and FSU.

Outside of basketball, two of Hamil-
ton’s greatest passions are his family and
gospel music. When asked how he mea-
sures success, Hamilton quickly points
to his players.

“I have a lot of trophies, awards and
rings, but what I enjoy most is attending
(player) weddings, getting calls on Fa-
ther’s Day, guys seeking advice on major
decisions. Those are the coaching re-
wards,” Hamilton told The Florida Times-
Union in a previous interview.

“If I only evaluate my success with
NCAA trips and Coach of the Year
awards, then I can’t look at myself in the
mirror. If I’m not impacting young men to
grow with the tools I’ve been given, I
haven’t done my job. You’re taking people
at the most important part of their life –
teenagers going into adulthood – and try-
ing to develop not just basketball players,
but good husbands, fathers and citizens. 

“That part of the process goes unno-
ticed.”

Florida State basketball coach to resign
Jim Henry

Tallahassee (Fla.) Democrat
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Florida State men’s basketball head coach Leonard Hamilton will walk away from

coaching the team at the end of the season, his 23rd at the school.
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